
CITY OF BLUE ASH 
Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the May 13th Council Meeting 

DATE:  May 11, 2021  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 
This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the May 13th Council agenda. 

8.a.1. Resolution No. 2021-21 – Designating depositories for the City’s active and 
interim deposits 
The Ohio Revised Code requires Council to designate a depository for the City’s active deposits 
(general checking, payroll, mayor’s court, tax ACH, etc.) every five years. At such time, 
depositories of interim deposits are designated for possible investment of the funds not needed 
in the short-term.   
It is recommended to Council that the City continue its existing and favorable relationship with 
Fifth Third Bank for the upcoming five-year period (June 1, 2021 through May 31, 2026) as the 
designated depository for the City’s active deposits. Should the need arise, Huntington Bank is 
designated as an alternate depository for the City’s active deposits. 
This resolution also designates both Fifth Third Bank and Huntington Bank as possible 
depositories of interim deposits when it is in the best interest of the City to do so.   
City funds not needed for day-to-day operations (i.e. inactive deposits) are invested through 
STAR Ohio and RedTree Investment Group. 
Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director. 

8.b.1 Motion setting a public hearing on Thursday, July 8 at 7:05 p.m. to consider 
approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development for a 48.9 acre mixed use development 
on the former east campus of the P&G site in the Blue Ash North Zoning District. 
Reed Hartman Grooms Development LLC is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit 
Development for a 48.9 acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G 
site in the Blue Ash North Zoning District. The proposed site includes four industrial buildings on 
the east side of the property and areas along the Reed Hartman Highway frontage where the 
specific uses are undefined, but that would be either commercial or mixed-use residential. A 
proposed new public road would connect Grooms Road and Reed Hartman Highway. 
A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be 
approved by Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for 
Final Planned Unit Development plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may 
approve final PUD applications on its own or may make a recommendation to City Council for 
consideration and approval. 
Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its May 6, 2021 meeting and 
recommended denial. Because of the adverse recommendation, approval by Council would 
require a favorable vote of at least five members of Council. 
Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 



May 11, 2021 
Blue Ash City Council Memo 
Page 2 
 
 
8.c.1. Resolution No. 2021-22 – Awarding a bid for the HAM-Plainfield Road 
Roundabouts Construction Project 
Bids for the HAM-Plainfield Roundabouts Project were advertised in the March 24, 2021 Edition 
of the Cincinnati Enquirer. Three bids were received and publicly opened and released on 
Thursday, April 29, 2021 via BidExpress electronic bidding site. Administration is 
recommending Council authorize an award to the low bidder, R.B. Jergens Contractors Inc. for 
unit prices as shown on the bid summary. Staff recommends the award include the base bid 
and alternates which meets the budgeted allotment for this work. The bids were consistent with 
the engineer’s estimate.  
Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director or Public 
Works Director. 

8.c.2. Resolution No. 2021-23 – Awarding a bid for professional design services for 
the Towne Square Renovation Design Project 
The Parks & Recreation and Public Works Administration sent out Requests for Qualification to 
solicit quotations for the architectural design services associated with the Towne Square 
Renovation Design Project. The City received responses from two firms. After review of the 
submitted materials, the team interviewed both firms.  
The team recommends that a contract be authorized with BHDP Architects for the Towne 
Square Renovation Design Project. The resolution attachment stipulates hourly amounts for the 
firms, including their subcontracted firms, plus allows the payment of usual and customary 
reimbursable expenses as approved by the City.  
Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks and Recreation Director or Public 
Works Director. 

8.c.3. Resolution No. 2021-24 – Authorizing the City Manager to enter into an amended 
contract for the 2020 Blue Ash Bridge Repairs Project 
Bids for the Blue Ash Bridge Project were advertised in the September 16, 2020 edition of the 
Northeast Suburban Life and via BidExpress electronic bidding site. Four bids were received 
and publicly opened and released on Thursday, October 1, 2020 via BidExpress with the 
apparent low being Lithko Restoration Technologies for a total of $43,913.00.  
This amount was under the required threshold of $50,000.00 to publicly bid and award through 
Council, which allowed the City to contract and begin the work without Council approval. 
Unforeseen issues were found during the work causing necessary change orders totaling 
$22,396.41, which increased the overall project amount over the bidding threshold, triggering 
the City to request approval from Council to authorize the City Manager to amend the Contract 
to allow for the additional changes.  
Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 
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